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Innovation Week is a series of events, curated by the Human Development Innovation Fund (HDIF) and the Commission for Science and

Technology (COSTECH) with support from UKaid, that bring together players in the Tanzania innovation ecosystem to share their insights on social

innovation with stakeholders from across Tanzania. Moreover, Innovation Week provides a platform for innovators to showcase their work, identify

areas of collaboration, and meet potential partners. The purpose of Innovation Week is to inspire innovators, policy makers, funders, researchers,

and other players in the innovation ecosystem to take risks on new ideas, collaborate across sectors, and transform Tanzania through the scaling

of innovation.

Innovation Week has grown steadily with more events, exhibitions, and partners each year. In addition to this growth, Innovation Week 2019 saw a

geographical expansion to two more regions and, for the first time, had sponsors other than HDIF (funded by UKaid) and COSTECH.

Introduction
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Fig. 1: 60% of all received 

event concepts 
Source: HDIF, 2019

Fig. 2: 53% of all received 

exhibition concepts
Source: HDIF, 2019
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IW2019
Source: HDIF, 2019

Fig. 6: More women took active roles in IW2019 

than men
Source: HDIF, 2019
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Fig. 4: More than 100% increase in 

participants from 2017 to 2019
Source: HDIF, 2019
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Innovation Week 2019 had a total of 77 partners. Of these 77 partners, 7 were

sponsors, 9 were in the IW2019 organising committee, 50 curated and held events

during IW2019, and 29 took part in the exhibitions. Some partners had multiple

roles.

Innovation Week 2019 sponsors are entities that provided monetary and in-kind

support to IW2019 events other than theirs. These include, the Digital Impact

Alliance (DIAL), Vodacom Foundation, Tanzania Data Lab (DLab), Embassy of

Switzerland, FastHub, COSTECH, and HDIF.

IW2019 organising committee was comprised of individuals from reputable

organizations and institutions in the Tanzania innovation ecosystem. The

committee played a central role in the curation of IW2019 and continues to play an

advisory role on sustainability of Innovation Week in general. Entities that are part

of the organising committee are: COSTECH, Buni, Sahara Ventures, Ndoto Hub,

DLab, SmartLab, 10 School of TECH, Digital Opportunities Trust (DOT), and HDIF.

Fig. 7: Partners of IW2019 and their roles. 
Source: HDIF, 2019
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Event Partners

https://digitalimpactalliance.org/
https://vodacom.co.tz/en/vodacom_foundation_aboutus/
https://dlab.or.tz/
https://www.eda.admin.ch/daressalaam
https://fasthub.co.tz/
http://www.costech.or.tz/
http://www.hdif-tz.org/
http://innovate.co.tz/directory/buni-innovation-hub/
https://www.saharaventures.com/
http://ndotohub.com/
https://smartlab.co.tz/
http://ten.co.tz/
https://tanzania.dotrust.org/
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To foster collaboration and strengthen the innovation ecosystem, Innovation

week attracts participants from multiple sectors. Similar to previous years,

IW2019 brought together innovators, entrepreneurs, players in the private

sector, funders, government officials, academicians/researchers, and

NGOs. Unlike previous years, IW2019 had a high participation from two

additional categories of stakeholders: media and the creatives.

Majority of participants were innovators followed by academicians/

researchers, and NGOs. A complete categorization of IW2019ôsparticipants

is provided in Figure 8.
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Fig. 8: Attendees by sector 
Source: TiME Tickets, 2019
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To inspire and support an ecosystem of innovators across Tanzania, IW2019

expanded beyond Dar es Salaam to include two more regions: Iringa and

Arusha. Events in Iringa looked at innovation challenges and efforts in the

region and were curated in collaboration with RLabs, Kiota Hub and

Mkwawa Art Space. The event in Arusha brought together entrepreneurs,

entrepreneurs support organizations (ESOs), partners from the public sector

and partners from the private sector to identify ways to collaborate and turn

entrepreneursôside hustles into real businesses ïthis event` was organized

in partnership with ANZA.
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Fig. 9: Scaling Innovation Week in Tanzania
Source: HDIF, 2019

Scaling Innovation Week

https://rlabs.org/
http://mkwawarts.co.tz/
http://anza.co.com/about-us/


iw2019 Events 



This year, the theme ñScalingand Sustaining Innovations for Human

Developmentòfocused on identifying ways through which human development

innovations piloted and tested in Tanzania can be scaled up and sustained.

Sub-themes under this theme were:

Å Scaling and Sustaining Innovations in Education

Å Scaling and Sustaining Innovations in Health

Å Scaling and Sustaining Innovations in WASH

Å Innovation Ecosystems

Å Inclusive Innovations in Development

Å Exploring Technologies in the Context of Tanzania

There were a total of 58 events held during IW2019. Majority of these fell under

the óScalingand Sustaining Innovations in Educationôsub-theme, followed by

the óInnovationEcosystemsôsub-theme. A complete presentation of the number

of events in each sub-theme is provided in Figure 10.
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Fig. 10: IW2019 events per sub-theme
Source: HDIF, 2019

IW2019 EVENT THEMES



The purpose of the opening ceremony was to launch IW2019, share recommendations from HDIFôsóReflectionPieceô,and provide a platform for

participants to network.

The event was held on 25 March 2019 at COSTECH (Main Hall) and was attended by 323 people. The opening remarks were given by

COSTECH DG, Dr. Amos Nungu; Deputy Head of DFID, Jane Miller; and former HDIFôsTeam Leader, David McGinty. The Guest of Honor for

event was Hon. William Tate Ole Nasha; the Deputy Minister of Education, Science, and Technology; who officially launched the event.

As part of the opening ceremony, former HDIF Team Leader, David McGinty led a panel discussion that was centred around the

recommendations in HDIFôsóReflectionPieceôand explored issues around collaboration, challenges, and opportunities in the innovation

ecosystem in Tanzania. The panelists were: Vodacom CEO, Hisham Hendi; Shule DirectôsGeneral Manager, Iku Lazaro; COSTECH DG, Dr.

Amos Nungu; CEO of the Institute of Management and Entrepreneurship Development (IMED), Dr. Donath Olomi; and SIDA Head of

Development Cooperation, Ulf Kälstig.

Opening Ceremony
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http://www.hdif-tz.org/hdif-reflection/
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Scaling and Sustaining Innovations in Education

IW2019 featured events that looked at how innovation can be used to improve access and

utilization of quality education services. DFID and HDIF hosted an event that identified

ways in which EdTech innovations in Tanzania can be effectively and efficiently scaled up.

XPRIZE, WFP, and Smart Lab curated an event that explored ways in which players in the

public, private, and third sectors can work together to scale up the XPRIZE Global

Learning project.

UNICEF, University of Dar es Salaam Information and Communication Technology

Incubator (UDICTI), and Tumaini University Dar es Salaam College (TUDARCO) each

hosted an event to share lessons from their approaches to introduce innovation into the

university curriculum through programs such as Y4C Hub at the University of Dar es

Salaam (UNICEF).

AMCET, Robotech, PEN Tanzania, and Flying Labs held STEM camps that explored ways

to scale up and sustain computer programming (coding) training in primary and secondary

schools. Other innovations in this category were presented by Equip Tanzania, Jenga Hub,

Obuntu hub, UBONGO, and FSSS Association.

Event rating 

out of 5
Source: 

FastHub, 2019
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EdTech Session, IW2019

https://www.xprize.org/prizes/global-learning
https://www.coict.udsm.ac.tz/
http://www.tudarco.ac.tz/index.php
http://y4c.tzinnovation.org/
http://www.almaktoum.ac.tz/
https://robotech.co.tz/
http://pentanzania.or.tz/
https://flyinglabs.org/tanzania/
https://www.equip-t.org/
https://www.instagram.com/jengahub/
https://obuntuhub.co.tz/
https://www.ubongo.org/


Scaling and Sustaining Innovations in Health

Events in this category were led by HDIF, PSI International, D-tree International, and Well Told Story. These events explored ways to promote

scalability and sustainability of innovative interventions in the health sector in Tanzania.

HDIF brought together stakeholders from the Ministry of Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly, and Children (MoHCDEC); NGOs; and

private sector to discuss challenges and opportunities in scaling e-health interventions in the country. The event was facilitated by HDIFôsProgram

Manager, Claudette Jollebo, and had a panel discussion that was moderated by HDIFôsTechnical Director, Muzafar Kaemdin, and featured

representatives from MoHCDEC, Amref Health Africa, PATH, D-tree International, and EGPAF.

PSI presented their óKuwa Mjanjaômodel, which is an innovative approach used to increase demand, access and uptake of quality and modern

contraception services among girls aged 15 to 19. D-tree International held two events; the first event brought together practitioners, donors, and

policy makers to discuss the key strategies that have been employed in the process of scaling and sustaining national digital community health

system in Zanzibar; and the second event looked at ways to promote scalability and sustainability of innovations in the health sector through human-

centered design approaches. Well Told Story held an event to present findings from their research that assessed young peopleôsbehaviors and their

relationship to puberty and menstruation.
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https://www.psi.org/publication/the-case-of-kuwa-mjanja-in-tanzania/
https://www.d-tree.org/
http://www.welltoldstory.com/


Scaling and Sustaining Innovations in Health

Event rating 

out of 5
Source: 

FastHub, 2019

4.6
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Health Event by HDIF, IW2019



Scaling and Sustaining Innovations in WASH

IW2019 events in WASH were organized by HDIF, National Institute of Medical

Research (NIMR), State University of Zanzibar (SUZA), and OpenMap Development

Tanzania (OMDTZ).

HDIF held two events and the first one involved a discussion on how partners in the

public sector, private sector, NGOs, and research institutions can collaborate to scale up

innovative sanitation solutions in the country. The second event led by HDIF brought

together stakeholders to present findings from an evaluation that was commissioned by

HDIF and DFID and which compared three of the pre-paid water meter solutions piloted

in the country. This presentation was followed by a panel discussion to identify solutions

to challenges highlighted by the evaluation.

NIMR led an event to present Smart WASH solutions for health facilities especially the

ones located in rural areas. Another event in this category was facilitated by SUZA,

which demonstrated the use of machine learning and drone technologies in effective

geospatial mapping of urban areas. Finally, OMDTZ held an event to present Ramani

Huria, a community-based mapping project in Tanzania. Events by both SUZA and

OMDTZ were organized in partnership with the World Bank.
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WASH Event, IW2019
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